What Does it Mean to Vote for the Arts?
Arts and culture play an important role in Southeastern Pennsylvania. Cultural organizations from across the spectrum, including the Wharton Esherick Museum, the Village of Arts & Humanities, the Philadelphia Orchestra and hundreds of others, support the region's economy, define its image, revitalize its neighborhoods, and support its schools.

Voting to support the cultural sector means learning about the candidates’ views on a myriad of issues, including budget priorities, structuring and staffing city government, education, and economic development.

Across Southeastern Pennsylvania, cultural issues include: 

· Increasing public funding for cultural organizations 

· Promoting public art projects throughout the county 

· Supporting state efforts to create cultural districts 

· Defining a clear role for arts and culture in state policy

2010 may not come with the excitement of a presidential election, but this year’s contests will still have a significant impact on arts and culture in our communities.  The elections include:

· The next Governor of Pennsylvania
· One Pennsylvania US Senate seat
· All Pennsylvania US Congressional seats 
· All even numbered state senate seats
· All state house of representatives seats.
To find the candidates in your district, be sure to visit our voter resources page at http://philaculture.org/action/vote2010. 

If you care about the continued success of the cultural sector it’s critical that you register to vote, and that you Vote for the Arts.  
How Can I Find Out Candidates’ Opinions on Culture?
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Ask them!  Check their websites, call the campaign offices, attend community forums and campaign fundraisers.  

Let candidates know that you care about their position on arts and culture issues.  Request information about the candidates’ arts platforms, and ask the questions below to find out a candidate’s views on cultural policy.

1. Would you introduce and support legislation creating a dedicated public funding stream for nonprofit cultural organizations?  How much funding would it provide?

2. How would you involve the cultural sector in broader issues impacting the region including crime, education, economic development, and tourism? 


Candidates for Federal offices should be able to answer these additional questions:

· Would you support increased funding for the National Endowment for the Arts and the National Endowment for the Humanities? 

· Would you support funding for the Arts in Education program within the US Department of Education?

Candidates for office in Pennsylvania should be able to answer these additional questions: 
· Would you increase funding for arts and culture through the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts and the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission?

· Would you support legislation to create cultural districts throughout the Commonwealth?


To find out more, visit www.philaculture.org
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